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Abstract: Distance education dictates changes in behavior for both the teacher and the learner. The successful
student develops persistence and skills in self-directing work. The successful distance education teacher becomes
conversant with new technology and develops new instructional styles, moving from creating instruction to
managing resources and students and disseminating views. Administrative and faculty support for distance
education are critical to the success of this instructional method. Administrators should take note that the
implementation of a distance education program may allow access to a greater number of students. However, the
time and work associated with teaching at a distance exceeds the normal requirements of campus-based instruction.
Students in distance education settings perform as well or better on assignments, class activities, and exams when
compared to campus-based students .Nevertheless, students must maintain persistence and a clear focus to succeed
in a distance learning situation. Self-direction, a passion for learning, and strong individual responsibility are
important influences on achievement. There are indications that distance education works best for more mature,
motivated, well-organized, and already accomplished learners.
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Introduction: role of information communication devices

When the standardization and the requirements transporting feedback fast and absorb the information
for training by the third millennium will be talking, around the world, we forget.
unconscious form, design and construction to provide Therefore, information and communication as
context and use tools and indicators to teaching the the main lever or two important moves in developing
principles of community-based knowledge to the wings, we learn. Meanwhile, proper utilization of the
mind is centered. . No doubt these requirements and capacities of these two valuable and effective indexes
identify the correct tools and proper utilization of in the general development concept for any society
their functions according to accelerate the and the principles of a critical need is considered.
development expected in the knowledge-based With a view to clarifying this issue can be paid in the
information society will be effective. Such concerns best way to create a platform for developing data
and problems that any country in its development standards and access to a knowledge based society,
plans in motion to the information becoming a what really can be. To achieve a clear and practical
knowledge based society means a society would be answer in this area before all the existing definitions
faced with the centrality of knowledge, Dealing with and indicators mentioned placed.
existing tools and how these tools are used.

Led the way when dealing with those massive What is Distance Education?
training programs available to speak to the Distance education is education designed for
technological tools that we expect to occur that learners who live at a distance from the teaching
planners and decision makers that planners and institution or education provider. It is the enrollment
decision makers of large structures, especially and study with an educational institution that
university education according to the image Access provides organized, formal learning opportunities for
to the development of community information are students. Presented in a sequential and logical order,
available on these tools are selected and used. the instruction is offered wholly or primarily by

Massive wave of data produced in today's world distance study, through virtually any media.
it nicknamed the "information age" has all day and Historically, its predominant medium of instruction
through various means of communication in the has been printed materials, although non-print media
world will move on its size are added. Other hand, as is becoming more and more popular. It may also
we're not the world witnessed the development of the incorporate or make use of videotapes, CD or DVD
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ROM’s, audio recordings, facsimiles, telephone
communications, and the Internet through e-mail and
Web-based delivery systems. When each lesson or
segment is completed, the student makes available to
the school the assigned work for correction, grading,
comment, and subject matter guidance by qualified
instructors. Corrected assignments are returned to the
student. This exchange fosters a personalized student-
instructor relationship, which is the hallmark of
distance education instruction.

Historically, most distance education courses
were vocational in nature, but today courses are
offered for academic, professional, and avocational
purposes for students of all ages. There are numerous
specialized programs, such as those for blind persons
and for parents of small children with hearing
impairments. Distance education is available in
practically any field, from accounting to zoology.
Courses are offered in gemology, high school
diploma, journalism, locksmithing, child day care
management, yacht design, and many fascinating
subjects.

Distance education courses also vary greatly in
scope, level, and length. Some have a few
assignments and require only a few months to
complete, while others have a hundred or more lesson
assignments requiring three or four years of
conscientious study. Since 1890, more than 130
million Americans have studied at DETC member
institutions, including Franklin D. Roosevelt, Walter
P. Chrysler, Walter Cronkite, Barry Goldwater,
Charles Schulz, and many other distinguished alumni
of DETC members.

Unlike most distance education courses offered
by traditional colleges and universities that are
semester and classroom oriented, with courses
offered by most of the DETC-accredited institutions
you can study any time and anywhere. Distance
education is especially suited for busy people who
wish to increase their knowledge and skills without
giving up their jobs, leaving home, or losing income.
You learn while you earn. Many courses provide
complete vocational training; others prepare you for
upgrading in your present job, without losing wages,
experience or seniority. You receive individual
attention, and you work at your own pace.

In recent years, technology has played a
significant role in transforming the traditional
distance education school into a dynamic, interactive
distance learning method using toll-free telephone
lines, as well as a diverse array of personal
computers, video devices, CD and DVD ROMs,
online courses over the Internet, interactive devices,
and other modern technological innovations. The
future for distance study promises to be exciting!
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Benefits of Distance Learning:
Benefits and opportunities

education provides, include:

- training a wide range of audiences.

- meet the needs of students and students who can

not attend in place.

- Possible connection between students and students

with cultures, beliefs and experiences are different.

- Benefiting from coaches and speakers who do not

live in the country.

that distance

Educational methods in distance learning:

Today, under the new system replaced the
traditional systems of learning and learning week (ie
tutoring methods, lectures) are:

- Multimedia courses:

These courses and widely used elements of image,
communication, graphics and simulated components,
animation and communication elements for guidance
and tips, and talk back on course and curriculum
issues are held.

- Enhanced communication mechanisms:

The mechanism of any texts simultaneously, and
asynchronous audio-visual communications to
protect you. This case allows students to practice on
topics learned will give.

- Written test:

thus, question and test wvia a distributed
communication network, are corrected and returned.
These exams through video conferencing support
and runs.

-Virtual Seminar:

thereby different groups of students in different
geographical environments linked together makes.

- Collaborative virtual laboratories:

the laboratory of the Group's activities are
supported. Workshops such as software engineering.
-Smart academic factors:

academic factors that inform intelligent, support and
guidance students pay.

Remote educational tool:

distance learning tools and supplies various uses.
These tools in four main courses are:

A - Audio Tools:

Audio tools include training such as two-way
interactive telephone, video conference, shortwave
radio and a strain of tools such as audio tape and
radio.

B - Image tools:
including slides, films, video tapes and video
conferences.
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C - Data:

computers as electronic data are sent and received.
Because the data word description for a wide range
of educational tools is used.

Computer applications for distance education are
varied and include the following:

1- Training to Computer Management.

2 - Computer Assisted Instruction.

3 - through PCs.

4 - e-mail, telegraph, computer conference and the
World Wide Web simultaneously.

D - Print:

The main element of distance education
programs, particularly in the exchange and delivery
system information tools are considered.

Pros and Cons of Online Education

Nowadays it is possible to do almost anything
online.Many  different types of diplomas,
certifications, and academic degrees are available
from online learning institutions.

This article discusses both the advantages and
the disadvantages of online education.

The Internet has enhanced and changed every
aspect of our life, and now it is making inroads into
the world of education.

Online education and classes are not just a buzz;
they are a new technology that is making a difference
for teachers as well as students.

Online Education Pros

Of the many advantages and new
possibilities of online education, here are some of the
Strengths:

1. Greater flexibility

Online students have more freedom in
choosing their programs and schedules. This allows
many busy adults to adapt online courses to their
already established everyday life of work and family.
For many, this is simply the only way they can study
for that degree which will take them farther in their
career and life.

2. Saves Time and Money

Online education saves an enormous amount
of time and money which in traditional education is
wasted on commuting. Commuting is also very tiring,
while online education means you can study from
home, in a comfortable environment with everything
you need close at hand.

Tuition also costs less for most online
institutions.
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3. Logistics

Traditional education is restricted due to
logistical issues; there is only this amount of students
who can be in a place at a given time, whereas in
online classes, there is no question of paucity of
space. As long as the online classes have the
necessary bandwidth, an unlimited number of
students can study, all over the globe.

Then again, traditional classes would turn up
expensive to maintain, because the educational
institution needs to maintain a place and its facilities.

When it comes to online education, all they
need to do is to set up E-learning tools, an Internet
connection and a website where people can learn.
While this is not cheap too, but it is definitely cost
less as compared to the costs of a place to carry on.

Online Education Cons:
To balance our view of online education, let’s
consider some of the disadvantages/Weaknesses:

1. Requires Self Discipline

The greater freedom of online classes requires
greater self disciplines, but not everybody has it. The
comfort of studying from home may also reflect
negatively on your motivation to do your best.

Depending on your personality, home can
provide as many distractions as traditional campus
facilities (designed especially for studying).

2. How well have you learned

With online education, the students have a
greater hold on the education process, and that is not
always a good sign. For example, in online education,
though the teachers set up the audio and video clips
with the same dedication, it remains to be seen
whether the students study it with the same
dedication that they would in a classroom.

3. No Campus Life

Many people remember the college/university
as the best time of their lives.

Part of it is the campus life — During and after
classes. One of the disadvantages of taking online
education rather than traditional one, is that in online
education you will not have the atmosphere of
campus lawns, corridors and classrooms, huge
libraries with real books you can hold. There will be
no campus buddies and no campus culture.

4. Internet Connection

Another negative point of online education is
that it entirely depends on the internet connection.
Though many countries have a robust Internet
connection and others are getting it soon, there are
still countries, and areas in countries that do not have



Academia Arena 2012:4(12)

http://www.sciencepub.net/academia

access to Internet and other enhanced technologies. It
would be difficult to get online education in countries
that have a limited online presence.

These are just some of the distinguishing points
between online classes and traditional classes.

Online Education VS Traditional Education

This article reviews the differences and the pros
and cons of online VS traditional education.

Gone is the world where only traditional,
campus-based education existed and you only had to
choose the university or college you wanted to study
in.

Someday, probably in the near future, Online
Education will replace traditional institutions. At
least, many degree programs will combine the on
campus courses as well as online classes as a
standard educational approach.

But for now, the future student has to decide
first whether he/she wants to study online or on a
campus degree.

Here are some points to consider the pros and
cons of online and traditional institutions:

Differences between Online and Traditional
Education; Comparison

1. Convenience

One of the most striking, innovative, and
unprecedented features of online education is their
convenience for almost anyone. Persons busy with
careers or families will be able to compose their
schedules so that they fit their individual time
constraints. This is possible because courses are
delivered in the form of electronic-based modules
online.

It is also convenient because it requires no
commuting, saving a great deal of time and money.

It allows to study from home, with the only
requirement being the possession of an adequate
computer and internet connection. Basic computer
skills only are required to acquire higher education
online.

2. Expenses

Tuition costs less for most online institutions.
Online education also eliminates the additional
expenses usually entailed by traditional “campus
life”, commuting, and the purchase of study
materials.

3. Feedback

Feedback is somewhat better in traditional
education. Students can interact directly face to face
with both classmates and teachers, which makes
feedback easier to understand and faster to get.

70

Some online institutions do offer chat rooms
and video/audio meetings.

4. Accreditation

The credit of online education depends on its
purpose and context. If you only have online
degree(s) and are just trying to find work, employers
may prefer traditionally educated candidates.

If you are already an employed and valuable
professional, online learning will be seen favorable as
a way to improve your skills, expand your
professional knowledge, and thus contribute more at
work.

5. Ecology

Online education has obvious positive effect on
the environment.

It may not be measurable now, but if online
education largely replaces traditional institutions in
the near future it will mean that less paper will be
used for books and writing material and fewer
campuses will be built while the number of students
and employed teachers will only increase radically.

Disadvantages of Online Education: Drawbacks to
Consider

This article reviews the main disadvantages of
the online education.

As online services in general are
revolutionizing Internet activity and the business
industry — Online Education is becoming increasingly
popular.

It is not merely a new trend — for many people
it is the only convenient way to acquire education.
Online education already provides unique new
opportunities which hadn’t exist before.

The distance/online Education has not come to
replace Traditional Education yet. The number of
online universities and colleges is still relatively
small and their services are not as well established as
the services of traditional institutions.

Online Education — Disadvantages
The following are its 4 main drawbacks one
would want to consider.

1. Human Interaction

Online classes means there is not live, face-to-
face classroom and office interaction between
students and teachers. For many this is highly
significant. Consulting lecturers in person and being
able to discuss matters in groups, in and outside the
class is, for many, an important motivational activity
and learning strategy. Moreover, for many programs
interpersonal communication is crucial, but it is not
easy to seriously practice online. Many people also
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prefer traditional campus-based education simply for
the on-campus atmosphere and the opportunity to
meet many people there face-to-face between and
during class, conferences, campus parties, concerts,
fairs, and various cultural events.

2. Study Materials

Online institutions provide all or much of their
material online, which may be convenient, since you
have to buy and photocopy less. But while online
information in general is, of course, extensive,
approved and trusted scholarly academic material is
not easily to be found online.

The resources of online universities and
colleges are not yet as extensive as those of
traditional institutions with their on-campus libraries
(and the private libraries of generous lecturers who
will always lend you that hard-to-find book you
absolutely must have for your paper).

3. No Lab Sessions

Degrees science, especially the natural sciences,
require lab hours. Online education as yet cannot
provide a substitute for actual hands-on experience
that students find in the labs on campus.

Such experience is crucial in general, and it is
often noted in particular by employees. One reason
why graduates from traditional institutions are
preferred is that they have extensive and relevant lab
experience.

4. Difficulties of Self-Discipline

For many a significant advantage of traditional
education is that it leaves little room for
procrastination. You have to show up on campus and
be in class, and for many this is a great motivational
aspect and the reason for their eventual success. With
online education the student has much more freedom.
This can be both an advantage and a disadvantage.
For many it is a disadvantage because it encourages
procrastination. This leads either to unnecessarily
prolonged studies or even failure to fulfill
requirements, simply because there was too much
freedom.
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